Viruses that have jumped the species barrier to establish themselves as human scourges are numerous. HIV and the coronavirus underlying the recently emerged SARS syndrome have made headlines worldwide. The Borna Disease Virus (BDV), by comparision, is practically unknown. The neurological disease it causes in mammals, such as horses, has been known for at least two centuries, long before viruses were recognised as causal agents of infectious illnesses. Only recently has this little‐known virus been connected with fatal neurological diseases in human beings. Due to its low profile, the true effect of BDV on human health may have been significantly underestimated.

The six chapters of this book provide a comprehensive account of our present knowledge (and the significant gaps in it) about BDV and the disease it causes. Fully referenced review‐style chapters by expert authors discuss the history the virus, the role BDV has in animal diseases, and diagnosis of BDV infection. Although the association with neurological diseases in animals has been established, the virus\'s role in human neurobehavioural disorders is much debated. For the neurologist the concluding chapter on human diseases that are suspected to be caused or influenced by BDV will be of most interest. Contributing or even causative roles for the virus in neuropsychiatric disorders, such as depression and schizophrenia, are an interesting speculation. The final verdict has not been cast and much more research is needed to shed light on the "BDV connection". All the authors point out the degree of our current ignorance and which gaps must be filled to get the full picture.

Although BDV has not entered the neurological mainstream, increased awareness of its existence is needed. The BDV research community is not large and many unanswered questions remain. Newcomers to research into BDV could yet make seminal contributions to our understanding of the pathogenetic effects of this enigmatic virus. This book may well be the impetus for a wave of insight that substantially affects neurological practice. *Borna Disease Virus and its role in Neurobehavioral Diseases* is an interesting addition to the neurological literature. Although the authors caution against hasty conclusions and implications that may not be borne out in the clinical setting, the book brings to our attention a truly hot topic that warrants the continued interest and research efforts of the neuropsychiatric community.
